FEMINA TESTS

GVeLING

The “ Lady Lightweight™

A CLAUD BUTLER OPEN-FRAME MACHINE OF RIGID
DESIGN—STRENGTH IN THE RICHT PLACES, BUT WITH
LIGHTNESS AND EASY RUNNING

Note the interesting design of the * Lady Lightweight.”

T is with a special pleasure that 1

take the p]ace‘u{ “ Nimead ™ in this
issue to present my first test report in
the pages of Cycling. The pleasure is
born of the real enthusiasm I have for
the machinze I have been riling these
past few months. It is the “ Lady
Lightweight,” made by Claud Butler
(East Hill, Wandsworth, London,
S.W1B), and it has passed every test
imposed upon it with full satisfaction,

The reader will note at once from the
illustration that the frame of this model
is of unusnal design, Tt is an open
frame of a particularly rigid type, and
after a thousand miles of riding of
all sorts, including a tour of Devon
and Cornwall, T am eatisfied that it
justifies the designer’s enterprise. Ome
dots not need to have a mechanic’s
mind to see how soch an assembly
makes for strength, The frame T found
to be virtually whip-proof; the rear
triangle rigidity being more noticeabla
than is the case even with a man’s type
of frame of normal shape, Vet the
machine is comfortable withal, provid-
ing an up and down resilience equal
to any well-made lady's mount of usual
catlines.  Incidentally, this machine iz
cnly 1 Jb, heavier than a diamond.-
framed machine of like size wnd similar
fittinga. With d.-¢. hub and one bmke
it scales 25 Ib.

As will be seen from the picture, the
top tube is uousually bigh, to provide
th;;jorrect alignment with the extes

- together,

stays to the rear fork-end. This was
at times a slight dismdvantage, When

~shopping or town sding—I usnally

wear skirts on  such expeditions—a
graceful dismount calls for a litte skill
if one wishes to avold a lace, leg and
hosiery show, MNevertheless, T would
not have that tube lowered ong single
inch, for I must confess to a personal
anxiety on the score of the adeguate
strength of some open-frame models of
Indies” sporting lightweight. Of course,
my worst fears are when the two tubes
from the head are pamallel and close
The top tobe should slope
away from the bottom member so as
to meet the seat tube towards its
middie. The “ Lady Lightweight™ top
tube is probably fitted at the best me-
chanical point for maximum strength,
and my confidence in it is of like
measure, I did not choose the best of
ropds during my Cornish trip and thers
were rongh patches over which T see-
sawed and buckjumped in a way no
ordinary lightweight would appreciate
without some sign of whip, if not weak-
ness, sooner or later—but my Butler
stood the test well amd gave me a sense
of secarity such as I bave when on a
mazealine bievcle, :

Hefore T tell you about the rest of
ihe bicycle I have been riding, it is
right and proper that 1 sheuld quote
from the Ladies' page of the C.B. cata-
legue : * These Cland Butler designs are
built up specially for sach customer, as

Juxe 20, 1934,

is msupal with all C.B. products.” * Sa
that you may buy a * Lady Light.
weight,” the specification of which will
differ in almost every particular—ex-
cept the frame—irom the one I have
been testing.  Apart from extras such
as wvariable gears, the “Lady Light-
weight ™ is priced at the following basic
figurea:—With PBmmplon  fttings,
£8 10s, ; C.B, fittings, £10; and B.5.A.
or Chater-Lea fittings £11 15s,

The frame is of H.AL tubing through-
out, with the Reynolds resilient fork,
although, regarding this last item, any
design can be had to order. Frama
sizes aviilable are 10.in,, 20:in,, and
21-in.; the wheelbase is short, 41 ins.,
and the centre of the bracket s 103 ins,
from the gromnd,

The wheels are built of 26-in. End.
rick rims and double-butted spokes,
The standard model has a double-coy
rear hub, although the machine I have
been riding is fitted with a Sturmey-
Archer three-speed hub and expandes
brake. The tyres can be Dunlop or
Palmer speed, or others as desived.

The saddle iz a Terry Clob, but here,
again, ome of the Brooks Champion
series or any other can be specified.

Bars and Brakes.

The bars are my own flats, which I
prefer for the ‘all-round purposes to
which I put the machine rather than
the drops sent with the hicycle when
it first reached me. But any bend may
be had, elther cellolold-covered or in
chrome finish, on an adjustable stem.

Being equipped with a freewhee]l, T
specified a fromt Cantilever brake, in
addition to the rear hub. Ome brake
i3 in the normal specification and
whether thiz be hub or fim, Cantil wer
or lightweight calliper is at the freo
choice of the purchaser.

The finish of my " Lady Light-
weight ** 18 Cambridge blue, with white
" Wo-weight '" guards, the centre rib-
bing of which iz enamelled blue 1o
match the frame. The saddle is also
blue, fo give a really attractive finish-
ing touch to the complete ensemble, All
hright parts, including the front amd
rear fork ends are chromium-plated,
Other finishes are black, silver, golden
or any flamboyant shade,

A bicyele has ancther sort of finish
besides its enamel and plate; it iz the
finish that indicates to the chservant
oye the qguality, or otherwize, of the
workmanship that i3 built into it
The refining details of the  Lady
Lightweight ** leave nothing to be
desired,  and  this  fact, ecoupled
with the excellent pcﬁommm:e of
the machine under all conditions,
prove  the  thoroughbred qualities
of thiz Butler product, But I am
convinced that the noticcable ease of
propulsion, especially on the up grades,
iz due mainly to the frame design,
which, by its rigidity, transmits all the
thrust into wheel drive,



